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START HERE: Whether you prefer to watch, to listen, or to read about 
Christian nationalism here are our recommendations for each media type. 
Before you begin, we recommend reading our framework on page 3 to 
prepare your mind and heart before engaging with the topic.   

 

Like to watch? 

☐  SHOW:  The Rights Fight to Make America a Christian Nation | 

From Ken Peters, founder of Patriot Church in Knoxville, TN, who 

believes that Americans are about to lose the country we have “always 

known” to pastor Franklin Graham who believes Christians are under 

attack CBS News profiles a handful of Christian Americans who believe the 

country was founded as a Christian nation. Historian John Fea provides 

the historical context in a short documentary that asks the question, what 

does it mean for religious liberty if Christian nationalists get their way? 

 

☐ MOVIE: Postcards from Babylon | Simply put, American Christians 

have been seduced by the conflation of the American dream with the 

Christian gospel. Many Christians, although using Christian language, 

cannot distinguish between the two belief systems that are diametrically 

opposed to each other. 

 

Like to listen? 

☐ PODCAST: How to Deal with Christian Nationalism | Was 

America founded as a Christian nation? That depends on how you define 

Christian and how you define nation. In the 1800s did most of the 

population identify as Christian? Yes. Was this also a time when 1/3 of the 

population was in forced labor? Yes. Was this also a time when the majority 

of the population attended church? Yes. Was this a time when laws and 

social norms discriminated against Native Americans, black people, 

Catholics, and many other groups? Yes. Host Chris Staron illustrates that 

the claim that America was founded as a Christian nation or the statement 

that we need to “get back to being a Christian nation” is dubious. American 

history bears witness to a vague Christianity. One where people identify 

with the religion but don’t follow the way of Jesus. Staron calls this the 

battle between the economic Jesus and the servant Jesus. 

 

A LITURGICAL PRAYER 

Train our hearts, Holy Spirit, to 

seek the kingdom of God above 

any of the little kingdoms that 

threaten to steal our affections. 

Give us such an overpowering 

love for you, God, that all of our 

other loves fall in place behind 

it. 

- Prayer from The 

Liturgy of Politics, 

Kaitlyn Schiess 
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☐ PODCAST: Paul D. Miller – The Religion of Christian Nationalism | In a succinct and meaty conversation 

with host Marty Duren Georgetown University professor and author Paul Miller first defines his terms, such as 

classical liberalism, nationalism, patriotism, and conservatism, before discussing the dangers of nationalism shaping 

Christians instead of the other way around. Miller concludes the conversation with some advice for pastors addressing 

Christian nationalism from the pulpit. 

  

 

Like to read? 

☐ ARTICLE: Christian Nationalism Cannot Save the World | Russell Moore, former head of the Southern 

Baptist Convention’s Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission, and director of the Public Theology Project at Christianity 

Today, shows that Christian Nationalism is a virulent flavor of secularism and cannot, as no secularism can, save the 

world, or even save an individual. 

☐ ARTICLE: The Inevitable Tragedy Christian Nationalism | At one point in his life author Joe Forrest thought 

if we had more Christians in the world then the world would get better, but the current iteration of Christian nationalism 

has him abandoning his theory. The idolatrous mixture of nationalism and religion has birthed Christians who simply 

think, believe, vote, and fear like themselves. Self-critique is blasphemy and demonizing those we disagree with is a virtue. 

Forrest points out that this idolatry is doomed to fail and is a major reason why the 15 books of the prophets in the Bible 

focused so intently on idolatry as humans are prone to worship things other than God. 

 

 

 

Like a good book? 

☐ BOOK: The Flag and the Cross | Christian nationalism is not a new phenomenon. Nor is it a fringe element of the 

Republican party. In The Flag and the Cross professors Philip Gorski and Samuel Perry detail the history of Christian 

nationalism dating back to the 1600s, define its core beliefs, how it has adapted over the centuries, and suggest ways 

Americans can stop this substantial threat to American democracy. 

 

☐ BOOK: The Religion of American Greatness | Many books taking on the subject of Christian nationalism identify, 

and rightly so, the idolatry, racism, and tribalism of the movement, but few theologically, academically, historically, and 

charitably dismantle the movement, as well as Paul D. Miller, does in The Religion of American Greatness. But, 

dismantling Christian nationalism was not his sole goal in writing the book--he hopes his book assists Christians with 

being better witnesses. 

 

 

Like a good sermon? 

☐ SERMON: Christian Nationalism (Phil. 3:20-21)  | Pastor Tyler Alverson of Seven Oaks Church (Mayfield, 

KY), preaching from Philippians 3:20-21, invites us to reconsider Christian nationalism. A term that he defines as when 

self-identifying Christians put love of God and love of country on equal ground with no distinction between the two. 

☐ SERMON: The Sin of Christian Nationalism  | Preaching from Mark 1 and centering on the theme of repentance 

Paul Sannerud of Blair Lutheran Church (Blair, WI) says that the ideology of Christian nationalism perverts the gospel 

in three key ways. First, the nation is seen as the “savior” of history. Second, it embraces power and greatness to save the 

world. And third, it believes Christians are persecuted when we can’t impose our will on other people. 
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THE SUNDAY TO SATURDAY FRAMEWORK 

Our framework begins with the foundational doctrine of the Imago Dei (Gen. 1:27) - that humans are unique and created 

in the image of God. This doctrine of respect and dignity permeates every step 

of Sunday to Saturday's approach to learning about a topic. 

When this doctrine is applied, it forces us into tension, which then requires 

nuance. This tension and nuance manifests itself in a both/and worldview as 

opposed to an either/or worldview. For example, you can be an advocate for 

the police and for police reform. 

The framework consists of four stages/steps: pray, learn, pause, and engage. 

These four stages are not fixed and you will move back and forth from one 

stage to the other throughout your life. You may stay in one stage for months 

or even years. At other times it may be a blend of multiple stages. 

The colors of each step are specifically chosen to correspond to liturgical colors. Pray and pause are purple -- purple 

represents preparation. Learn and engage are green -- green represents growth. Gold represents glory. 

THE STAGES 

1. PRAY: Each topic begins with a liturgical prayer that we find useful when engaging with that particular subject. 

When you pray, ask God to soften your heart and sharpen your mind. 

 

GUIDING VERSE: Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know. 

-- Jeremiah 33:3 (NIV) 

 

2. LEARN:  Knowledge is power.  We have already spent hundreds of hours curating content – use our guided 

learning paths, five questions, and learning capsules as starting points on your journey. 

 

GUIDING VERSE: Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance. -- Proverbs 

1:5 (NIV) 

 

3. PAUSE: It is important to stop, pray, and reflect on what you have learned.  Pausing should be done after each 

piece of media you consume, but it is also useful to stop every few weeks or months to take a break, rest, and 

reflect. 

 

GUIDING VERSE:   Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways submit to him and he will make your paths straight. -- Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) 

 

4. ENGAGE:  When you feel ready, engage with neighbors, family and friends - but do not rush into this step. Know 

that you are going to mess up, that doesn't mean quitting, that means adjusting and probably moving back into 

steps 1-3 before moving back to step 4. 

 

GUIDING VERSE: Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who 

listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking 

at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the perfect law 

that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in 

what they do. -- James 1:22-25 (NIV) 
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