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START HERE: The following are resources that complement each other 
and help one deepen an understanding about an aspect of a topic.  Before 
you begin read our framework on page 3 to prepare your mind and heart 
before engaging in the topic.  Scan the QDR code in the top right corner to 
engage with this learning path online. 
 

A case to get involved:   

☐ READ:  4 Reasons Christians Should Care About Politics | 
Because the Christian worldview addresses all areas of life and the fact that 
politics are unavoidable are just two of the four reasons why Christians need 
to engage in politics Christian ethics and biblical worldview director David 
Closson says. 

  

☐ LISTEN:  Action Steps To Equip the Church to Fight Racial 

Injustice | A call to the church to get involved in civic matters by bearing 

witness, preparing for action, supporting and partnering with institutions, 

focusing on criminal justice elections, engaging with elected officials, 

advocating for policy change and helping low income churches. 

☐ WATCH: For Love of Neighbor | From activists to local board 

members to pastors to state senators For the Love tells the story of what it 

can mean to be a Christian and be involved with politics. The interviewees 

know that the political process can be messy, but Christians acting distinctly 

and getting involved, especially at the local level, is one of the best and often 

overlooked ways to love our neighbors. 

 

Be distinct:   

☐ WATCH/LISTEN: Vision Series | In an engaging information packed 

45-minute sermon Justin Giboney says, “Christians on both sides of the 

political spectrum need to ask themselves if they are going to be 

accomplices or cross bearers? Will we add to the tribalism and division or 

will we be models of civility and reconciliation? Walk with me into this 

tension.” 

☐ READ:  Are Christians More Confident in Politics Than Christ? 

| Unfortunately there is almost no distinction between how Christians and 

non-Christians are engaging in politics on social media. Name calling, 
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condescending remarks and canceling family and friends is the norm. To combat our false sense of certainty and pride we 

should be slow to post and quick to pray while being more certain of your failures than others. 

 

Develop a framework: 

☐ READ: Compassion (&) Conviction | Human dignity is one the major themes that flows throughout Compassion 

(&) Conviction. Humans are created in the image of God and that is what Christians should build their framework around 

for political engagement. Not a political party, not a tribe and not an ideology. 

☐ WATCH/LISTEN:  The Controversial Jesus:  Jesus and Politics | Preaching from Mark 12:13-17, Church of the 

City (New York, NY) pastor Jon Tyson lists five purposes for the state and government (order, justice, virtue, prosperity, 

safety) and then lists five things Christians uniquely bring to government (dignity, care for the poor, suspicion of human 

nature, priority of the other and the power and favor of God). 

 

Church and politics:   

☐ READ: Why Our Sunday School Disciples a Christian in Politics | A call to pastors but applicable to everyone 

to breach the subject of politics – not in a partisan way – but in distinct ways by focusing on principles before policies, 

using curriculum developed by the Center for Public Justice and prioritizing love – and yes, that includes the people you 

disagree with. 

☐ LISTEN: With a Politician | Teaching from Luke 23 pastor and theologian Tim Keller says that Jesus was political 

and not political at the same time because Jesus’ definition of power is different from the world’s. True power, as 

interpreted by the world, consists of coercion and power over people while actual power lies in changing people from the 

inside and self-emptying. 

☐ WATCH:  The Ordinance | Ever wondered how a local church can affect local legislation? The Ordinance tells the 

story of faith leaders from several denominations uniting to change the predatory lending of payday loan companies in 

Texas.  

 

Stay informed: 

☐ READ: Reclaiming Hope Newsletter | Michael and Melissa Wear provide in depth commentary from major 

political events such as the Republican and Democratic conventions along with commentary on major debates.  They also 

provide a respectful space for live chats during major political events. The Wears send out a top 5 headlines for the week 

each Sunday night. Costs $5 a month or $50 for the year. 

☐ READ:  The Dispatch Newsletter | A daily newsletter with short blurbs of the top headlines from around the world. 

Although this newsletter leans conservative, we appreciate that they are not afraid to critique both parties or give credit 

where credit is due. We recommend starting with the free version and then pay for a subscription if you want more in-

depth stories and commentary. 

☐ LISTEN: The Church Politics Podcast | Attorney Justin Giboney breaks policies and headlines through a 

Christian worldview without a party bias. If you are disillusioned or without a party then this is the podcast for you. It is 

nuanced and challenging and a desperately needed point of view that is distinctly Christian, but not partisan. 
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THE SUNDAY TO SATURDAY FRAMEWORK 

Our framework begins with the foundational doctrine of the Imago Dei (Gen. 1:27) - that humans are unique and created 

in the image of God.  This doctrine of respect and dignity permeates every step 

of Sunday to Saturday's approach to learning about a topic. 

When this doctrine is applied, it forces us into tension, which then requires 

nuance. This tension and nuance manifests itself in a both/and worldview as 

opposed to an either/or worldview.  For example, you can be an advocate for 

the police and for police reform. 

The framework consists of four stages/steps: pray, learn, pause, and engage. 

These four stages are not fixed and you will move back and forth from one 

stage to the other throughout your life.  You may stay in one stage for months 

or even years.  At other times it may be a blend of multiple stages. 

The colors of each step are specifically chosen to correspond to liturgical colors.  Pray and pause are purple -- purple 

represents preparation.    Learn and engage are green -- green represents growth.  Gold represents glory. 

THE STAGES 

1. PRAY: Each topic begins with a liturgical prayer that we find useful when engaging with that particular subject. 

When you pray, ask God to soften your heart and sharpen your mind. 

 

GUIDING VERSE: Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know. 

-- Jeremiah 33:3 (NIV) 

 

2. LEARN:  Knowledge is power.  We have already spent hundreds of hours curating content – use our guided 

learning paths and five questions as starting points on your journey.  

 

GUIDING VERSE: Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance. -- Proverbs 

1:5 (NIV) 

 

3. PAUSE: It is important to stop, pray, and reflect on what you have learned.  Pausing should be done after each 

piece of media you consume, but it is also useful to stop every few weeks or months to take a break, rest, and 

reflect. 

 

GUIDING VERSE:   Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways submit to him and he will make your paths straight. -- Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) 

 

4. ENGAGE:  When you feel ready, engage with neighbors, family and friends - but do not rush into this step. Know 

that you are going to mess up, that doesn't mean quitting, that means adjusting and probably moving back into 

steps 1-3 before moving back to step 4. 

 

GUIDING VERSE: Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who 

listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking 

at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the perfect law 

that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in 

what they do. -- James 1:22-25 (NIV) 
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